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gates were present. This lunch, really a dinner, was served in the salon of the St. John. It was impossible to see anything more complete or more luxurious in its completeness, hnets recher-ches, vins exquis, nothing was wanting. It was easy to see that if General Hancock is a good general, he is no less a thoughtful and gracious host. Pretty staterooms for rest had been prepared for the guests, and the General had put at the disposal of the ladies a charming salon, decorated with flowers and elegant draperies, where the French flag was found in all possible and imaginable forms. At 4 o'clock the President, accompanied by his officers and his Cabinet, and the delegation, went on board his yacht, the Despatch. The Trenton^ which carried the Admiral's flag, gave ihe signal for the manoeuvres and evolutions of the Navy. This naval review was one of the grandest and most imposing spectacles that we saw while in the United States."
This Centennial will never be forgotten by those who^were privileged to take part in or witness the grand military observances that were marked out for each day, and the other ceremonies equally novel and interesting.
In the spring of 1883 my dear mother was taken from us. She was a tower of strength within the family circle, and could not well be spared. The death of our son, who left a young wife and three little children, closely followed. This last and final blow produced a fatal impress upon my husband's mind, though he endeavored to convince me, as well as himself, that he had accepted with resignation this last strange dispensation, as it appeared to him, and would chide me for not making an effort to reconcile my stricken heart to the inevitable, as her, 1876, from St. Louis.
